Information on the Azerbaijan Tourism and Management University 
The brief history of the higher educational institution

Azerbaijan Tourism and Management University (ATMU, till 2015 has activated under the title of Azerbaijan Tourism Institute “ATİ”) was founded accordingly to  925 decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated August 25, 2005 and decision №45 of the Cabinet if Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated February 13.  Representing a research and training center ATMU is a sole higher educational institution oriented to tourism. The major goal of the foundation of the institute is to provide highly-qualified cadres for tourism sector of the country as a part of non-oil sector development strategy.  ATMU started functioning in 2006 with 200 students, one faculty, 3 specializations and 2 chairs. ATMU is also stands out as the institution which totally applies European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) and multy-point assessment system. The education process in ATMU is being realized on the part of 3 faculties, 9 chairs. At present 1708 students study at Bachelor level in 11 specialization, 138 students at Master level in 19 specializations and 39 students at doctorate level.  

BACHELOR DEGREE PROGRAMS 
· Tourism and hotel management; 
· Museum studies, archive work and preservation of monuments; 
· Regional studies; 
· Translation; 
· Management;  
· Marketing; 
· Transport service; 
· Social work; 
· International relations; 
· Food engineering 
MASTER DEGREE PROGRAMS
· Service organization in socio-cultural sectors 
· Travel agency and tour operator 
· Organization of sanatorium-resort service
· Hotel management 
· Tourism guide 
· Transport services in tourism 
· Tourism and socio-cultural service 
· International tourism and country studies 
· Tourism business
· Marketing 
· Management 
· Tourism economy 
· Strategic management 
· Business administration and management 
· Museum studies 
· Preservation of archaeological and historical architectural monuments 
· Translation 
· Physical education and medical-biological maintenance and rehabilitation in sports 

PhD PROGRAMS 

· Ethnography and ethnology 
· Types of economic activity 
· Organization and Management of Enterprises 
· Field economy 
· History of international relations 
· Germanic languages 
· Comparative historical and typological linguistics 
· Museum studies 
· International relations 
· Social change and development 
· Social problems 

Full time Bachelor education lasts 4 years, part-time – 5 years, Full time Master education lasts 2 and part-time -3; PhD full-time program  lasts 3 years, part-time - 4 years, full and part time dissertation program lasts 4 years. Full time doctorate program lasts 4 yaers and part time – 5 years. Education in ATMU is conducted in Azerbaijani, English and Russian languages. 
Graduates

Up to date 560 students were awarded with Bachelor diplomas and 4 students were awarded with Master diplomas consequently. Of them 72 students are Bachelors, graduates of the Azerbaijan-Austrian Tourism Program who were awarded with diplomas of IMC University of Applied Sciences, Austria. This enables our students to be employees of respective tourism centers worldwide. Currently our graduates have different positions at following newly opened hotels in Baku: “Hilton Baku”, “Four Seasons” “Jumeirah Bilgah Beach”, “Marriotte Absheron”, “Fairmont”, “Kempinski Badamdar”, “See Breeze”. Some students work in Maldive Islands, the United Arab Emirates, the countries which chose tourism as their priority sphere; some of them decided to continue their education in Turkey, Scotland and Germany.  

International relations

Since the date of foundation ATMU attaches great importance to collaboration in the field of education. In July 4, 2007, Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan and IMC University of Applied Sciences, Austria signed coorporation agreement; at the same time Academic agreement was signed between the ATMU and IMC University of Applied Sciences related on Bachelor degree. According to provisions of Academic agreement in the course of 3 academic years students study within the frames of “Tourism and Hospitality Management” program conducted in English language. Students who succesfully complete both program are awarded with diplomas of both higher educational institutions. Up to date 57 students of ATMU succesfully completed Azerbaijan-Austrain Tourism Program. Currently Master program is realized in ATMU jointly with IMC University of Applied Science. Thus, on October 12, 2011 in the presence of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Aliyev and Federal President of Austria Mr. Heinz Fischer cooperation agreement envisaging master level education was signed between the ATMU and IMC Krems University of Applied Sciences, Austria. 
In 2007 initiated by the ATMU “Khazar” university, Ganja State University, joined students’ mobility program being the winners of EU Ersamus Mundus External Cooperation Window. In frames of the said program realized in three stages in general 35 students, teachers and administrative staff members of ATMU visited higher educational institutions of the UK, France, Greece, Portugal, Italy, Latvia, Bulgaria. Reciprocally 4 undergradute and master students studied in ATI 
Our students also have opportunity to benefit from mobility program and partaking in Summer German language courses which is a part of collaboration between ATMU and JADE University, Germany strarted in 2008. 
As a result of cooperation with Ataturk University, Turkey, our students actively take part in summer schools organized there. Several students became beneficiaries of the abovesaid cooperation.  
Current academic year 2 students of ATMU study in Austria and 2 study in Germany in frames of mobility program being in force due to existence of cooperation agreements with universities of above countries. 
Simulteneously ATMU colaborates and strengthen colaboration with State Technical University of Astrakhan, Russia, Moscow State Humanitarian University, State University on Service and Economics in Saint-Petersburg, International Tourism Academy of Russia, State University of Saint-Petersburg, Mush Alparslan University, Sinop University, Kastamonu University, Ardahan University,etc. 
Colaboration with the above universities is not limited to students’ mobility, it also encompasses scientific researches, development of various international projects, joint research work, organization of events.
This year ATMU along with partner universities has become a winner of 3 projects referred to TEMPUS oriented to establishing cooperation between European universities and modernization of higher education.
ATMU realized over 20 projects together with various donor organizations aimed at exploring tourism potential of the regions. 
ATMU attaches great importance to gaining membership in local and international organizations oriented to tourism. In 2011 ATI was elected as UNWTO affiliate member. ATMU actively participate in UNWTO events.   
ATMU is member of International Association of Euroasian Universities, National Scientific and Research Consortium of Universities on Service in Russia, Association of Caspian Sea Universities, Association of Universities of Black Sea region, ESRUC Euroasian Silk Road Convention, Union of Universities for Democracy (AUDEM).
Baku Tourism Vocational Education School was founded under ATMU at the premises of Baku Vocational School N11 aimed at service quality improvement according to decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated December 6, 2011. In addition regional vocational educational tourism schools were opened in Qusar, Zaqatala, Shamkir, Goygol and Masalli.     
The process of founding ATMU sponsorship board has started in order to flow ATMU development into tourism sector. ATMU alumni association has been functioning for more than 6 months. Hotel managers join various events organized in ATMU every month.  
Unlike other higher education institutions in Azerbaijan, ATMU offers 20-week practical training semester so that students are able to implement theoretic knowledge they gained. Owing to cooperation with many embassies in Azerbaijan, ATMU students are able to spend their practical training semester in Turkey, Greece, Germany, Northern Cyprus, Russia, Ukraine. ATMU students also benefit from trainings organized in summertime. 
ATMU development strategy and state program on toursim development envisages foundation of training center in ATMU. While assisting vocational educational schools in terms of pedagogical governing this center will be involved in organization of certified courses in regions. For this reason tourism training center was established in ATMU and this center deals with organization of tour guide, tour operator and receptionist courses .
One of the short-term goal is to speed up implementation of e-university program in ATMU. As a part of contemporary education method initial phase of distant learning has already commenced.
We are interesting for the below mentioned collaboration types:

1. student exchange – duration can be select for 1 or 2 semestr,
2. lecturer exchange – we can receive 2 or 3 guest lecturer from the partner university and we are ready to pay for accomadation but transportation fee should pay by the luecturer or by the partner university. 
3.research collaboration – it will based on research projects and will realize by the research departments of both university
4. double diploma – it needs much time, more important during the negotiations we can find common directions for this project type.

For further information about the international relations of ATMU and the international academic program please  contact with international@tourism.edu.az, o.musa@tourism.edu.az phone (+994) 12 564 4233 (ext.22)
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