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Introduction

The University of Crete (UoC) is a hub of academic ex-
cellence, committed to high-quality research, education,
sustainable development, and societal impact. Founded
in 1973, UoC blends a vibrant academic environment with
the rich cultural and natural beauty of Crete, offering a
lifelong enriching experience for its students. The univer-
sity operates from two main campuses: Gallos Campus in

Rethymno and Voutes Campus in Heraklion.




WHY STUDY
AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF CRETE?

- Innovative International Programs: UoC offers cutting-edge English-taught
courses across a wide range of disciplines within a dynamic social and intel-
lectual environment, ideal for both research and education.

« Research and Teaching Excellence: Consistently ranked among the top insti-
tutions in Greece, UoC ensures high-quality education paired with advanced
research opportunities.

- Modern Pedagogy and Innovation: The university promotes novel teaching
methods and a contemporary approach that is both internationally minded
and grounded in local excellence.

- Immersive Cultural Experience: Studying at UoC means enjoying Crete's
breathtaking landscapes — from its famous beaches to its majestic mountains
and stunning gorges.

- Excellence in Research: The UoC is the only Greek Higher Education institution
which has received the HR Excellence in Research Award by the European Union.

- State of the Art Facilities and Infrastructures.
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF CRETE

Mission

The mission of the University of Crete is to generate and disseminate new scientific knowledge, to train
the next generation of scholars using modern pedagogical methods and digital tools, and to prepare
students to meet contemporary market needs and societal challenges. This is achieved through strong
links between research and education, fostering collaborations within the Cretan Research Ecosystem
and beyond, encouraging scientific dialogue, and harnessing the full potential of its staff and students.

Vision

The University of Crete strives to make education and research an attractive and stimulating experience. It
aims to be at the forefront of contemporary developments and to showcase the potential of Greek public
universities on the international stage by adopting global best practices, maintaining an outward-looking
perspective, and promoting excellence in research, education, and innovation.

Location

The University of Crete operates from two main campuses:

« Gallos Campus in Rethymno, where the School of Social Sciences, School of Education Science and School
of Philosophy are located.

» Voutes Campus in Heraklion, where the School of Sciences and Engineering and the School of Medicine
are based.



UOC SCHOOLS AND DEPARTMENTS

The University of Crete operates from 2 campuses:

Gallos Campus - Rethymno Voutes Campus - Heraklion
Hosting 3 Schools and 9 Departments: Hosting 2 Schools and 7 Departments:
School of Social Sciences School of Sciences and Engineering
« Department of Sociology « Department of Mathematics
« Department of Psychology « Department of Physics
« Department of Economics « Department of Chemistry
« Department of Political Science « Department of Biology

« Department of Computer Science
School of Education Sciences - Department of Materials Science and Engineering
« Department of Primary Education
« Department of Pre-school Education School of Medicine

« Department of Medicine
School of Philosophy
« Department of Philology
« Department of History and Archaeology
« Department of Philosophy



PEOPLE

The University of Crete is home to a dynamic and diverse community of scholars,
researchers, and staff dedicated to advancing education, research, and innovation.
With a highly qualified faculty of professors and researchers recognized interna-
tionally for their expertise, the university fosters a supportive and collaborative
environment for both students and colleagues. The staff, including adminis-
trative and technical personnel, play a crucial role in ensuring the smooth
functioning of the university, supporting academic activities, and contrib-
uting to the overall success of the institution. The university prides itself on
creating an inclusive and stimulating workplace that encourages profes-
sional growth, interdisciplinary collaboration, and a strong commitment

to societal impact. Through the dedication and passion of its people, the
University of Crete continues to maintain its position as a leading institu-

tion in Greece and beyond.

RESEARCH
AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF CRETE

The University of Crete is home to a diverse range of Labs that span vari-
ous fields of study, fostering innovation and advancing scientific knowledge.
Our institution is committed to research excellence, driving cutting-edge dis-
coveries and interdisciplinary collaborations and focusing on a wide array of
disciplines, including health sciences, natural sciences, humanities and social
sciences, and technology. Faculty members of the UoC are active research-
ers, who have a notable track record in securing research funding, especially
from the European Union. Overall, the Cretan ecosystem, comprising the Uni-
versity of Crete, the Foundation for Research and Technology Hellas (FORTH),
the Technical University of Crete and the Hellenic Mediterranean University,
constitutes an excellent research environment which cultivates meaningful
synergies and promotes innovation.



INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION
& EXCHANGES

The University of Crete actively fosters inter-
national cooperation and exchange programes,
creating a global academic network that en-
hances the university's international visibility
and promotes cross-cultural understanding.
Through partnerships (Erasmus agreements
or MoUs) with leading universities and re-
search institutions around the world, UoC
offers its students and staff valuable opportu-
nities for academic exchange, collaborative
research, and cultural immersion. These ex-
changes allow participants to broaden their
academic horizons, engage in innovative re-
search projects, and gain diverse perspec-
tives on global challenges.

PROGRAMS

FOR
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

With a strong reputation both nationally and
internationally, UoC offers a variety of English
taught programs such as:

« A 6-year BA in Medicine

- 18 postgraduate programs (MA or MSc.)

- Several specialized short-term programs
(summer & winter period)

These programs, combined with extensive
research initiatives, ensure that students re-
ceive an education that is comprehensive and
responsive to real-world challenges. Studying
at UoC is more than education; it is an immer-
sive experience that combines academic pur-
suits with the rich historical and natural heri-
tage of Crete.

WELCOME
OFFICE

For prospective and newly admitted interna-
tional students, the University of Crete pro-
vides dedicated support through its Welcome
Office.

This office assists with admissions,
orientation, and integration
into university life, ensuring

a smooth transition
into your academic journey.
To learn more, please visit
the Welcome Office at UoC:
welcome.uoc.gr

STUDENT LIFE
AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF CRETE

At UoC, student life is as engaging as it is diverse. Key aspects include:

« Student Associations and Clubs:

Awide range of cultural and artistic groups (dancing, music, theatre, paint-
ing, cinema, photography, radio) and intellectual and social clubs (chess,
astronomy, volunteer blood donation) provide ample opportunities for ex-
tracurricular engagement.

« Student Centers:
The centers at both the Heraklion and Rethymno campuses serve as vibrant
hubs for student activities, hosting artistic events and cultural gatherings.

« Sport and Recreation:
The university offers excellent sports facilities, including well-equipped
gyms, an indoor pool, and playing fields that support an active lifestyle.

« Libraries and Study Resources:
The Central Library in Rethymno and the Heraklion Library offer extensive
resources to support academic and personal growth.

« Student Services:

Comprehensive support is available through the Student Counseling and
Support Center, Student Affairs, Student Ombudsman, Career and Liaison
Office, Gender Equality Committee.

For more details on student life, please visit our website: www.uoc.gr




MUSEUMS AND INFRASTRUCTURES

UoC is supported by world-class facilities, including the University General Hospital, the Natural History Museum of Crete, the Museum of
Medicine, the Museum of Ancient Eleutherna, the Museum of Education, the Skinakas Observatory, and Finokalias Atmospheric Observatory.

MODERN GREEK
LANGUAGE COURSES

The University of Crete offers a variety of Modern Greek
Language courses for international students to help them
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to different proficiency levels,
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The Center for Training and Lifelong Learning e eae Sllls far Boh
at the University of Crete provides high-quality academic and daily
educational opportunities for continuous personal life. The courses ere
. part of the university's
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This center empowers individuals by offering a wide range of pro- inemetlonel siudens
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ster career advancement throughout their lives. Whether through understanding.

4

workshops, seminars, or specialized courses, the Center pro-
motes lifelong learning and supports both students and profes-
sionals in adapting to changing societal and market needs.

Finokalias Atmospheric Observatory Skinakas Observatory




Vai Beach

LIFE IN CRETE

Crete offers a unique Mediterranean lifestyle characterized by warm hospitality, vibrant cultural traditions, and stunning natural beauty. As a
student, you can explore ancient archaeological sites, relax on beautiful beaches, and enjoy a dynamic culinary scene that celebrates local pro-
duce. Whether hiking rugged mountains or participating in lively local festivals, life in Crete provides endless opportunities for both personal - T P
growth and memorable experiences.

Chiona

Rethymno Fortress of Koules, Heraklion ltanos
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CONTACT

Directorate of International
and Public Relations
inpubrel@uoc.gr

Welcome Office
welcomeoffice@uoc.gr

www.uoc.gr
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