Greek Mythology

Instructors: Athena Kavoulaki and Stelios Panayotakis

Course description:
The aim of this course is to offer an introduction to the myths of the ancient Greeks (stories told, adapted to various media and re-told over generations), and at the same time to provide a privileged overview of mythical accounts relating to Crete and Cretan mythical figures, integrated in the Greek tradition of the mythical past or represented in the Roman imagination. 
A selection of case-study narratives will be used to examine the multifaceted meanings and functions of myth in general. Students will acquire familiarity with basic narratives, patterns, figures and ideas of classical myth through the study of a diverse collection of both literary evidence and visual material ranging from Archaic Greece to Imperial Rome. The goal is to become familiar with the stories themselves, to appreciate the variations that arise from their retelling, and generally to explore the significance of these stories in the wider context of Greek and Roman culture. 

Modern approaches to the myths of classical Antiquity, as well as modern reception and adaptations are further aspects to be included in the analysis of the material under study. The Cretan perspective will offer a fresh and creative vantage point from which an awareness can be gained about the way in which Greeks and Romans understood their world and used myths to discuss love and gender, and to create and frame civic and cultural identities. 

Weekly Schedule:

Week 1 Introduction: time and sources
Week 2 Origins and the place of Crete
Week 3 Gods and heroes
Week 4 Myth and Ritual
Week 5 The foundation of cities & rites
Week 6 Athens and Crete, mythical families, mythical couples
Week 7 Mythical inventions and the Cretan context
Week 8 Cretan women in focus I: Pasiphae
Week 9 Cretan women in focus II: Ariadne
Week 10 Cretan women in focus III: Phaedra
Week 11 Reception studies
Week 12 Student presentations
Week 13 Student presentations
Evaluation: Student evaluation will be based on the following three criteria: 

· 20% of the final mark will depend on middle-term quizzes, to assess student progress and understanding of the course content. Quizzes will take place in weeks 4 and 8.

· 30% of the final mark will be based on a 15-min oral presentation of topics related to the course. Essay topics will be chosen by week 3 in consultation with the course convener, while presentations will take place in weeks 12 and 13.

· 50% of the final mark will be based on an end-of-term written essay of 3.500 words
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