The history and material culture of Crete, 1000 BCE – 300 CE

Instructor: Kostas Vlassopoulos

Course description:
The aims of this course is to offer a general introduction to the history and material culture of ancient Crete between the collapse of the Mycenaean states around 1200 BCE and the end of the early imperial period around 300 CE. Often neglected in comparison with the famous civilizations of the Bronze Age, Cretan history and archaeology during the historical periods is a highly fascinating subject on its own. 
The course will offer an overview of the history of Cretan communities, and the major transformations they experienced in different periods. It will trace both the similarities with developments elsewhere in the Greek world, as well as the important Cretan peculiarities in comparison to other Greek communities. In this respect, this course will enable students both to explore an important local Greek culture, as well as to think about the wider trajectory of ancient Greek history through the lens of Crete. We shall examine political, military, economic, social and cultural aspects of Cretan history by combining the written sources (literary and epigraphical) with the stimulating material evidence. 

Apart from classes, the course will also include visits to important archaeological sites and museums (Gortyn, Eleutherna, Herakleion Museum).
Weekly schedule:

Week 1 Introduction: time and space
Week 2 Early Iron Age Crete (1200-800 BCE)
Week 3 Archaic Crete: the emergence of the poleis (800-600 BCE)
Week 3 Cretan divergence: 600-300 BCE
Week 4 Hellenistic Crete (300-67 BCE)
Week 5 Roman Crete (67 BCE- 300 CE)
Week 6 Cretan material culture
Week 7 The Cretan poleis and their institutions 
Week 8 The Cretan way of war 
Week 9 Economy and society
Week 10 Cretan cults and sanctuaries
Week 11 Crete and the wider world
Week 12 Student presentations
Week 13 Student presentations
Evaluation: Student evaluation will be based on the following three criteria: 

· 20% of the final mark will depend on middle-term quizzes, to assess student progress and understanding of the course content. Quizzes will take place in weeks 4 and 8.
· 30% of the final mark will be based on a 15-min oral presentation of topics related to the course. Essay topics will be chosen by week 3 in consultation with the course convener, while presentations will take place in weeks 12 and 13.
· 50% of the final mark will be based on an end-of-term written essay of 3.500 words
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