The Aegean and the surrounding world in prehistory (3000-1200 BCE)

Instructor: Artemis Karnava

Course description:
The aim of this course is to offer a general introduction to the material culture of the so-called Aegean, the area that includes the Aegean Sea and its surrounding regions (today’s mainland Greece and Western Anatolia), but an introduction that places developments and advances in the wider frame of the eastern Mediterranean world. The time frame is the Bronze Age (3rd-2nd mill. BCE), which will be reviewed in three chronological entities: the Early Bronze Age (EBA, 3rd mill. BCE), the Middle Bronze Age (MBA, 2000-1700 BCE) and the Late Bronze Age (LBA, 1700-1200 BCE).
The course will offer an overview of the eastern Mediterranean during the Bronze Age from within the Aegean, with the purpose of pinpointing and explaining facts and episodes as results of internal as well as external procedures. The focus of developments during the 3rd mill. BCE appears to be in the Aegean islands (the Cylades and the islands of the eastern Aegean), whereas during the 2nd mill. BCE the lead shifts initially to Crete, only to be taken up by mainland Greece (primarily the Peloponnese and central Greece). The Aegean world during the Bronze Age will be discussed in terms of what it appears to receive and assimilate from the cultures of its wider region (Anatolia, Syro-Palestine, Cyprus, Egypt), but we will also examine what we estimate its contibution to the eastern Meditteranean world to be.
Apart from classes, the course will also include visits to key archaeological sites pertaining to the course topic (Phaistos-Agia Triada-Kommos, Malia).
Weekly schedule:

Week 01 Introduction: the Aegean and its outside world between 3000 and 1200 BCE
Week 02 The Early Bronze Age (3000-2000 BCE): the general frame
Week 03 The EBA in the Greek mainland: internal and external developments
Week 04 The EBA in the Aegean islands: the period of the “international spirit”
Week 05 The Middle Bronze Age (2000-1700 BCE): the general frame
Week 06 The MBA in Crete: the founding of the Cretan palaces
Week 07 The apex of the Cretan palaces and the eastern Mediterranean
Week 08 The Late Bronze Age (1700-1200 BC) outside Crete: the instance of “minoanization”
Week 09 The LBA in the Aegean: the Mycenaean world
Week 10 The Mycenaean world: internal and external developments
Week 11 The LBA in the eastern Mediterranean: connectivity, trade and exchanges
Week 12 Student presentations
Week 13 Student presentations
Evaluation: Student evaluation will be based on the following three criteria: 

· 20% of the final mark will depend on middle-term quizzes, to assess student progress and understanding of the course content. Quizzes will take place in weeks 4 and 8.
· 30% of the final mark will be based on a 15-min oral presentation of topics related to the course. Essay topics will be chosen by week 3 in consultation with the course convener, while presentations will take place in weeks 12 and 13.
· 50% of the final mark will be based on an end-of-term written essay of 3.500 words
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